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A powerful U.S. Senatorâ€™s son is murdered in a particularly heinous way, strongly hinting at a

revenge killing. Sheriff Zeb Hanks of the Graham County Sheriffâ€™s Office and the San Carlos

Apache Police have a long list of suspects who might have wanted to get even with the victim. Zeb

enlists the help of his long-time deputies, Kate Steele and Jake Dablo, to verify alibis on the

numerous suspects. Newly hired deputy, Sawyer Black Bear, adds some additional manpower to

the case. High on the list of suspects is Echo Skysong, a recently returned war hero and expert

marksman. Zeb canâ€™t even rule out that the senator may have wanted his own son dead. The

tangled web thickens as dark moments from Zebâ€™s past come back to haunt him in the form of

FBI Agent Rodriguez who is intent on his own revenge against Zeb. Grappling with his past and the

loss of his wife, Zeb and Echo are thrown together by Jimmy Song Bird, Apache medicine man, for

an interference clearing. Song Bird hopes to cleanse the spirits of Zeb and Echo through the magic

power of peyote.As the list of suspects narrows, Zeb Hanks and his deputies learn what a powerful

motivator revenge can be. The team is drawn to a remote location for a final showdown with the

least likely of suspects.
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The reader's menu offers humor, a truly atrocious murder, a whole slew of murder suspects, a

Native American cleansing of spirits ceremony, lots of fun characters, a sprinkling of treacherous

scoundrels with horrendous personality traits and oodles of surprises and OMG moments. The

storyline is a winner, and the Native American history/lore is always a magnetic force for me. The

book is well researched, and the characters seem like real people...not paper dolls.I found this

narrative intriguing but a bit slow moving in the first few chapters as the pace seemed to lag and jerk

along the way. Then the tale suddenly grabbed my full attention and held on tight. The storyline

moved with greater ease, and the action became faster paced. There were scores of surprises, and

enough suspense to keep me guessing. That combination, along with the characters and setting,

made for a fun reading experience.It's just another routine day in the life of the Graham County

Sheriff's office located in Safford, Arizona, near the San Carlos Apache Reservation. Or is it?

Deputy Kate Steele finds sheriff Zeb Hanks and his secretary/receptionist, Helen, in a KO'd mound

and somewhat bloody trussed up mess on the floor. Someone must have a grudge against the

sheriff...or some loose ends to tie up. Who did this to the very astute and capable duoâ€¦.and

why?The hero, sheriff Zeb Hanks is always full of vim, vigor and vitality, and his dedicated small

staff is efficient and gung-ho as well. Zeb's long time Native American friends, Tribal Police Chief

Rambler Braing and Jimmy Song Bird, a healer/medicine man, provide some humor, support and

friendly annoyance for Zeb.
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